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National cutting Horse Asso-
ciation director Scott raftery 
of Green Valley, Arizona, is 

the 2017 Zane Schulte Award recipi-
ent. The longtime Arizona horseman, 
who is known for his teaching ability 
and his cattle skills, has served as a 
leader and ambassador of the indus-
try for more than three decades.

raftery grew up around horses 
under the guidance of his father, bill 
raftery. The elder raftery, who was 
a decorated World War II veteran, 
served as a horsemanship instructor 
for the U.S. calvary before he moved 
to Arizona, became a farrier and 
started a family. 

“We’ve been in the horse business a long time,” raf-
tery said. “my dad played with cutting horses a little bit.” 

raftery’s path to becoming a cutting horse trainer 
took a 15-year detour through the rodeo arena. 

“I rode bulls, which didn’t show a whole lot of intel-
ligence,” raftery said with a laugh. “Some of my friends 
that rodeoed, their fathers were in the cutting horse 
business so I always thought if there’s a chance down the 
road I’d get into it. After I got married and left rodeo, I 
had a chance to start peddling with the cutting horses.”

His early training career involved breaking racehorses 
for the track and riding reining and working cow horses. 

“I always was looking over the fence at the cut-
ting horse deal, and we got lucky enough to acquire a 
couple,” raftery said. “I got a few trained, and that’s the 
way it went. It was easier to stay in it once I had enough 
clients.”

And for the past 30 years, the cutting pen has been 
home, and his clients have become family. While he 
never apprenticed with a trainer, he considers mike 
mowery to be his mentor. 

“We were on the same high school rodeo team,” raf-
tery said of mowery. “When I had a little time, I went 
out and spent time with him or even over the phone he 
would get me lined out.” 

raftery has been married to cheri raftery for more 
than 36 years, and the couple has three children – son 
Will and daughters Heather and Sara. Will, who returned 
from Army tours in Afghanistan and Iraq to assist his 
dad with starting colts, is married to Josie raftery, and 
they have two daughters, Zoey and Addie.  

raftery counts homebred Lil commando as one of 

his most memorable horses. The geld-
ing is by the rafterys’ stallion, mr com-
mandicate, and out of their Peppy San 
badger mare Lil Peps Shadow. raftery 
earned a reserve championship in the 
$3,000 Novice at the Western National 
championships on Lil commando, and 
Heather had success at the show, too.

“I rode him ahead of Heather because 
she was going to show him in the Youth, 
and she was co-reserve champion that 
same year,” raftery recalled. “That’s 
probably our favorite horse, because we 
did raise him and train him and bring 

him on ourselves.”
raftery received the Don Dodge Award in 2003, the 

Wes Sutton Award in 2006 and was honored by the 
Southern Arizona cutting Horse Association for his 
longtime service to the organization in 2015.  

An NcHA Director for Arizona, raftery has served 
multiple terms as president of the Arizona cutting Horse 
Association and as a director for the state organization. 
For more than three decades, he’s been a member of the 
NcHA, AzcHA, SAcHA and Pacific coast cutting Horse 
Association. He continues to give back to the industry as 
a volunteer and in leadership roles. 

“I feel it’s my responsibility,” raftery said. “I’ve been 
in it a long time, and what little knowledge I have I think 
I have to give back. I feel like I can give back to the asso-
ciation.

“I’ve always felt like I needed to be an ambassador to 
the sport,” he added. “I think integrity and honesty is 
probably the foundation of my business. I think that’s 
why I stayed in the game as long as I have. Don Dodge 
told me a long time ago that it wasn’t all what you do 
with horses, but it’s how you treat people that will 
make you stay in the game. I took that to heart. I think 
that’s why we’re still in the game, and I think whether 
I’m training a horse for a client or helping in the pen or 
trying to find a horse, I think the honesty and integrity 
that I try to maintain is the foundation of my business, 
and that’s why we’ve stayed in the game as long as we 
have.” 

Always willing to lend a helping hand, raftery is 
sought after by cutting competitors and show manage-
ment for his cattle knowledge. He has served as the 

Scott Raftery Named 2017 
Zane Schulte Award Recipient 
The Arizona horseman is a trusted instructor who still closes deals with a handshake. 
by Jennifer K. Hancock

Scott raftery, who is known for his integrity, 
cool-headedness and unselfishness, is the 
2017 Zane Schulte Award recipient. 
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